
December 17, 2017 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Zion Lutheran Church, 17927 Dice Road, Hemlock, MI  48626 
www.zionhemlock.org ~ Church Office 642-5909 ~ Pastor Cell 989-964-8722 

 

Preservice Music 

Ringing Of The Bell                 

Pastoral Welcome 

Blessing Of The Advent Wreath (Read in unison as the candles are lit.) (Please rise) 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to enlighten all people, 
bless us as we light the candles of this wreath, in preparation for Your coming, and 
enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love, that we may receive You with joy and 
gladness, and evermore remain steadfast in the faith; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Christmas Gifts 

We would like to make sure that everyone knows they are a gift this Christmas 
Season, we all have gifts and talent, some don’t know what theirs are so we are 
showcasing the talents of our young people today to let them know what a gift 
they are. 
 
Christmas Carol “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 380 
 

Showcase of Youth Talents 
 

The Invocation   
Pastor:  My gift is working with the Word and with words… 

In the beginning, the God-Father was Creator. 
His Son was there too, the Wordsmith, our Savior. 
The Holy Spirit was present, who guides our behavior, 
That this 3 in 1 God would look down with His favor!     
So, we begin, “In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 
Saved by grace, through our faith, let’s show our Christmas spirit:   
“Merry Christmas!  Amen!  Let’s do it again… 
“Merry Christmas!  Amen!  So, now we begin… 

 

Christmas Carol “Someone Special” 
 Someone Special, I know who: That Someone, my God, is You! 

Who could make a world like this And a heaven full of bliss,  
Someone special I must be, Since You made it all for me! 
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Someone Special, that You are, To create the Christmas Star,  
Heralding the Savior’s birth, Bringing peace and joy to earth.  
Someone special I must be, Since You made that Star for me! 
 
Someone Special, who would give His own Son that all might live,  
And by Him would set us free From all sin and misery. 
Someone Special I must be, Since You gave Your Son for me! 
 
Someone Special, who would send His good Spirit for a Friend,  
Faith Creator, Light and Guide, Always standing at my side.  
Someone special I must be Since You gave that gift to me! 
 
Someone Special-God and man, You were there when I began,  
You’ll be there when I depart, For You live within my heart. 
Someone special- now I see, That someone is really me. 

 

The Confession 
We now, continue, to confess our faith and our sin, 
Our faith in the little Lord Jesus, who had no room in the Inn, 
So, He slept in a stable, and put His head on a cross, 
He lived perfectly, and died, to save us from great loss. 
He rose to the satisfaction of the Father Christmas of all,  
And if we turn from our sin, and if to Him we would call, 
He’ll hear us, forgive us, and give our spirit the lift,  
To thank Him each day for His great Christmas gift!   
We’re forgiven, we’re livin’, we’re worshiping Him, 
From the Zastrows to the Bohns, including Paul and big Jim.   
So, do you confess all the love you’ve not perfectly done,  
And trust it is Jesus, who ran the human race, and He won? 
Say, “Yes” if you confess, and I’ll tell you the truth… (Yes?) 
You are a part of His family with good gifts, like the youth!   

 

Christmas Carol “Angels we have Heard on High” 368 
 

What Christmas Means To Me  Kayla Goward 
 

Flute Solo “Eine Klein Noch Music” Mozart  Allyssa Carroll 
 

Part I: Mary and Joseph 
 

Piano Solo “Jingle Bells”  Kayla Goward 
 

Christmas Carol:  “What Child is This” 370 
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Part II: The Animals 
  

Solo “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”  Krista Kade 
 

Part III: Angels 
 

Solo Steel Drums  Rachel Laurenz 
 

What Christmas Means To Me  Allyssa Carroll    
 

Christmas Carol “The First Noel” 
 

 The first Noel the angels did say  
 Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,  
 In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
 On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Refrain:   Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

 They looked up and saw a star  
 Shining in the East beyond them far,  
 And to the earth it gave great light..  
 And so it continued both day and night. Refrain 
 

 And by the light of that same star 
 Three wise men came from country far,  
 To seek for a King was their intent 
 And to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain  
 

 This star drew nigh to the northwest 
 Over Bethlehem it took its rest, 
 And there it did both stop and stay 
 Right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain  
 

 Then did they know assuredly 
 Within that house the King did lie. 
 One entered in then for to see, 
 And found the Babe in poverty. Refrain  
 

Then entered in those wise men three 
Fall reverently upon their knee, 
And offered there in His presence 
Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain  
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 Then let us all with one accord 
 Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
 That hath made heaven and earth of naught 
 And with His blood mankind hath bought. Refrain  
 

Part IV: Shepherd 
 
What Christmas Means To Me  Kahl Mallek   
 

Christmas Carol   “We Three Kings.”   
 

We three kings of Orient are  
Bearing gifts we traverse afar.   
Field and fountain, moor and mountain,  
Following yonder star 

Refrain     O star of wonder, star of night,  
Star with royal beauty bright,  
Westward leading, still proceeding,  
Guide us to Thy perfect Light. 
 

Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain,  
Gold I bring to crown Him again,  
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign. Refrain 
 

Frankincense to offer have I.   
Incense owns a Deity nigh. 
Prayer and praising all men raising,  
Worship Him, God on high. Refrain 
 

Myrrh is mine: it’s bitter perfume 
Breathes a life of gathering gloom. 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,  
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain 
 

Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Sounds through the earth and skies. Refrain 

 

Part V: Wise Persons and Star 
 
Christmas Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   361 
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Part VI: Conclusion 

Christmas Carol “Joy to the World” 387 

Christmas Vs. Xmas  Calista Goward 

Christmas Carol “Go Tell it on the Mountain” 388 

The Offering 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Words of Institution 

The Distribution Christmas Carols  
 “Away in a Manger”    364 
 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”    374 
 “O Come Little Children”    
 O come, little children, O come one and all, 

To Bethlehem haste, to the manger so small, 
God's son for a gift has been sent you this night 
To be your redeemer, your joy and delight. 
 

 He's born in a stable for you and for me, 
Draw near by the bright gleaming starlight to see, 
In swaddling clothes lying so meek and so mild, 
And purer than angels the heavenly Child. 
 

 See Mary and Joseph, with love beaming eyes, 
Are gazing upon the rude bed where He lies, 
The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love 
While angels sing loud hallelujahs above. 

 

 Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today, 
Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they 
Rejoice that a Saviour from sin you can boast, 
And join in the song of the heavenly host. 

 

 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 379 
 “Once in Royal David’s City”    376 
 

The Benediction 
Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
People:  Amen! 
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Pastor:   Merry Christmas! 
People:  Merry Christmas! 

Christmas Carol  “Mary Did You Know”  

Mary, did you know 
That your Baby Boy would one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know 
That your Baby Boy would save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know 
That your Baby Boy has come to make you new? 
This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you 
 

Mary, did you know 
That your Baby Boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary, did you know 
That your Baby Boy will calm the storm with His hand? 
Did you know 
That your Baby Boy has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little Baby, you kissed the face of God? 
 

Oh, Mary did you know, ooh 
The blind will see 
The deaf will hear 
The dead will live again 
The lame will leap 
The dumb will speak 
The praises of The Lamb 
 

Mary, did you know 
That your Baby Boy is Lord of all creation? 
Mary, did you know 
That your Baby Boy would one day rule the nations? 
Did you know 
That your Baby Boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? 
The sleeping Child you're holding is the great, I am. 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Postlude 
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Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Guitarist Randy Laurenz 
A/V Brad Pinet 
Ushers      Paul Bohn, Roger Kade, Marc Pinet 
Elders  Dale Rohde & Jack Traub    
Greeters Jeanne Kade & Maxine Diener 
Acolytes   Krista Kade & Liam Zastrow 
Altar Guild Jeanne Kade, Maxine Diener, Myrna Pruitt  

 

Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 109   Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ 

Received for the Lord’s Work $5,107 = Loose Plate $121,  Envelopes $4,237, 

Mission $215, Maintenance $535; Cap. Prj. $120; $410 in memory of Irmie 

Roggow.  

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Dec 22- Doug 

Hollingsworth; Dec 24- Katrina Grossman, Joe Schiavone; Dec 27- Elmer 

Willman (his 81st). 

Flowers on the altar are placed to the glory of God for His miraculous birth by 
Pastor and Deborah Hauser.  
 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser ~ On Friday, December 22nd, the Hemlock United 
Methodist Church is holding a spaghetti dinner fundraiser for the out of work 
employees of Ric’s Food Center in Hemlock. If you would like to support those 
families this Christmas, but can’t make it to the fundraiser dinner, you can 
contribute with a door offering after our church service today. If you would like to 
write a check, it can be made out to Hemlock Methodist Church. They will give 
the monies collected to the store manager to be divided among the employees. 
Thank you for your kindness in this unfortunate situation for our community.  
 
Hurricane/Wildfire Relief ~ Today is the last day to donate to the LCMS 
Disaster Response benefiting hurricane, wild fire relief. Money collected will be 
matched by Thrivent Disaster Response. Jars are available in the narthex. We 
currently have around $400.00. Thrivent Financial will match up to $3 million in 
donations until December 31 or the match is met.  If you would like to donate on 
your own it must be done through the Thrivent disaster Response website in 
order for the match. This is open to anyone, not just Thrivent members.  Eligible 
Thrivent Choice Dollars can also be directed to the LCMS Disaster Response for 
the match. Go to thrivent.com to donate and for a list of organizations eligible to 
be matched.   
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It's Valley's 40th Anniversary Year & 15th Anniversary Year of our VLHS 
Benefit Dinner & Auction!  Our Theme is "Caribbean Nights."  Please save the 
date for Saturday, February 24, 2018, at Apple Mountain Conference 
Center.   Your support has impacted Valley Lutheran with improvements in 
programs, equipment, transportation, physical school improvements, and most 
importantly STUDENT AID. Thank you for your past support of VLHS!  We could 
use your help again - we are asking for items to be donated and put up for bid 
(merchandise, tickets, services, vacation homes, gift cards, etc.). There are also 
opportunities to participate by way of prayer, advertising, sponsorship, or 
attending the auction. Click on our auction link www.vlhsauction.com for more 
information and check out our often-updated list of items. Watch your bulletin 
and/or church message board for registration brochures. For further information 
or questions, you may call Valley Lutheran at 790-1676, Beth (Lambert) 
Kaul 989-754-5918 bkaul@vlhs.com or Karrie Gatza 989-415-
6776  Karriekookies@aol.com. 

Potluck Advent Soup Supper will be held on Wednesday, December 20 at 

5:30 pm followed by worship at 7:00 pm.  

Please note that there will be no Christmas Eve 11:00 service. Candlelight 
worship will be held at 7:00 pm with communion.  

Year End Tax Statements ~ If you would like a copy of your 2017 contributions 
for tax purposes please contact Laura Hollingsworth or email her at 
holling796@aol.com and she will get one for you.  

Turkey Dinner ~ Zion’s annual turkey dinner will be held on Wednesday, 
January 17 from 4:30-7 pm. Donations to purchase turkey may be given to Jack 
Armstrong. Look  for sign up sheets soon in the narthex for things you can 
donate or other ways you can help. 

 

Everlasting Joy 
In a Chicken Soup for the Soul sampler, Karen Asire tells of a particularly difficult Christmas after 
her husband left and began divorce proceedings. As Karen and her three young children set up 
their tree, she fought tears and secretly tucked aside certain ornaments, such as one announcing 
“Our First Christmas Together.”  
 
Several days later, a neighbor stopped by with a gold decoration proclaiming JOY. “We’ve hung 
this ornament on our tree for several years,” she explained, “but this year we wanted you to have 
it.” When Asire hung it on the tree and stepped back, “all the other ornaments seemed to fade into 
the background, and all [she] saw was the shimmering gold of the JOY ornament.” She allowed 
herself to cry then, grateful for the reminder that amid grief and heartache, God’s love shines.  
 
Pain fades in time, while God’s Christmas gift — Jesus — brings joy that lasts forever. 
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Thank you to those who donated toward the purchase of poinsettias.  
 
In memory of Elvin Rohn  

Kirk & Pam McNett   
 
In memory of Michael Parker, Reinhold & Caroline Stenzel  

Bud & Millie Parker 
 
In memory of Albert & Theresa Bohn, Tina Lennon 
 Paul & Rose Bohn 
 
In memory of Gilbert & Elda Hollingsworth 

Don Hollingsworth  
 
In memory of family who have gone before us 
 Bernard & Bonnie Neuenfeldt  
 
In honor of Tami Mosher  

Kay Mosher  
 
In memory of Doug & Margaret Richardson, Herb Wade   

Connie & Mark Richardson  
 
In memory of Jennifer Lynn Krauss, Audrey Krauss, Wilfred Farrar, Blanche 

Farrar 
 Jerry & Chris Farrar 
 
In memory of Lawrence & Aaron Varner,  Andy & Charity Little, In honor of 

Arlene Varner 
Tim & Carol Little 

 
In memory of Clarence Card 
 Carol Card 
 
In celebration of the season 

Elmer Blehm  
Larry & Marilyn Beyersdorf  

  Jeanne Kade 
Janice Coty 
Elsie Bluemer 
Lloyd & Joyce Zastrow 
Frank & Jackie Yell  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


